
Jeff Newman (He/Him/They) has been active in Autistic advocacy for the past 20 years. He is the 
Vice President of Strategic Operations for Our Own Lives, non- profit providing a full range of Home 
and Community Based Services to people with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. The 
name Our Own Lives reflects the disability advocacy value that “we are all experts in our own lives” 
and reflects our mandate to provide services that honor and respect the persons autonomy and 
values, platforms and empowers the disability community to support and build up each other, and 
include a critical mass of disabled people at all levels of the organization in employment, 
stakeholder, management, leadership, and executive roles.  
 

jnewman@communityconnectionsco.org 
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